FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT:                                     
Toni Bolger, Marketing & Communication Assistant
413.243.9919x132
tbolger@jacobspillow.org
 
JACOB’S PILLOW OFFERS 
BEHIND-THE-SCENES GROUP TOURS
 
AVAILABLE SEPTEMBER – NOVEMBER
 
What:         Celebrating its 80th anniversary in 2012, Jacob’s Pillow Dance now offers behind-the-scenes group tours during the autumn season. These tours are designed to immerse groups in the deep history of Jacob’s Pillow, a National Historic Landmark and recent National Medal of Arts recipient. The experience includes opportunities to go backstage in the theatres, dance studios, and other areas of the property not open to the public during the Festival. 
 
Tours can be customized depending on the interest of each group. Activity options include:
· Backstage tour of the historic Ted Shawn Theatre and the Doris Duke Theatre, which is used as a studio space and event venue in the off-season. 
· View dressing rooms with artist autographs and illustrations by hundreds of dance companies who have performed at the Pillow over the years.
· Film screenings
·  Invisible Wings, a powerful site-specific work created by choreographer Joanna Haigood during several residencies, inspired by the Pillow’s history as a stop on the Underground Railroad 
·  The Men Who Danced, a dance documentary highlighting the early years of Jacob’s Pillow, its founder Ted Shawn, and his company of Men Dancers.
· Tour Derby House, built by the Carter family in 1789, now used for artist residence and meetings.
· Stroll through the Wetlands Trail. 
· Peruse books, photographs, and video dating back to the 1930s in the Archives and Reading Room. 
 
When:        September – November, Monday – Friday. Inquire regarding weekends.
 
Where:       Jacob’s Pillow Dance
358 George Carter Road
Becket, MA 01223  
 
To Book:    Cost: $15-25
 
Contact Toni Bolger for reservations: 413.243.9919x132 or tbolger@jacobspillow.org.
 
For more information about Group Visits during the Fall season, visit http://www.jacobspillow.org/your-visit/your-visit/fall-group-visits.php.
 
For more information about Group Visits during the Festival season, visit http://www.jacobspillow.org/your-visit/your-visit/groups.php. 
 
 
About:            Jacob’s Pillow, celebrating its 80th anniversary in 2012, is a National Historic Landmark and home to America's longest running international dance festival. The Festival includes more than 50 national and international dance companies and 300 free and ticketed performances, talks, tours, exhibits, and events. The School at Jacob’s Pillow, one of the most prestigious professional dance training centers in the U.S., encompasses the diverse disciplines of Ballet, Cultural Traditions, Contemporary, and Jazz/Musical Theatre Dance, as well as an Intern Program in various departments of arts administration and production. The Pillow’s extensive Archives, open year-round to the public, chronicle more than 80 years of dance in photographs, programs, books, costumes, audiotapes, and video. Year-round Community Programs enrich the lives of children and adults through public classes, residencies in area schools, and more than 200 free public events. Through Jacob’s Pillow Curriculum in Motion®, a nationally-recognized program, artist-educators work with Berkshire County teachers and students grades K-12, transforming existing curricula such as biology, literature, and history into kinesthetic and creative learning experiences. Choreography commissions; Creative Development Residencies, in which dance companies are invited to live and work at the Pillow and enjoy unlimited studio time; and the annual $25,000 Jacob’s Pillow Dance Award all support visionary choreographers. Virtual Pillow is aimed at expanding global audiences for dance and offers the opportunity to experience dance and Jacob's Pillow from anywhere in the world via online interactive exhibits, global video networks, and mobile social media. As part of the Virtual Pillow initiative, Jacob’s Pillow Dance Interactive, an online video collection of dance highlights from 1937 through 2010, is a new resource with a curated selection of videos by artists who have performed at Jacob’s Pillow over the past seven decades. On March 2, 2011, President Obama honored Jacob’s Pillow with a National Medal of Arts, the highest arts award given by the United States Government. Jacob’s Pillow is the first dance presenting organization to receive this prestigious award.
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Jacob’s Pillow Dance
Festival, School, Archives, Community Programs
358 George Carter Road
Becket, MA 01223
Box Office: 413.243.0745
www.jacobspillow.org
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